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He had little variety certainly on such occasions, for his
Duenna ends with the same thought:

,*?'                           * For generous guests like these

Accept the wish to please.'

But I hasten to the appearance of the School for Scandal.

I think it of importance to preserve the original cast of
this comedy. The cast implies the author's ideas of his
characters. The characters, rightly understood, will help
a future age to estimate the powers of the actors. Why am
I not as well able to convey the perfect impression of their
performance ?
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	Mr. King. Mr. Yates. Mr. Palmer. Mr. Smith. Mr. Parsons.
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	Mr. Dodd. Mr. Aickin. Mr. Baddeley. Mr. Lamash. Mr. Packer. Mr. Farren. Mr. Gawdrv.

Lady Teazle......       Mrs. Abington.

Maria.......       Miss P. Hopkins.

Lady Sneerwell......       Miss Sherry.

Mrs. Candour......       Miss Pope.

As Sheridan had built himself upon Congreve as to dia-
logue, so it was quite clear that, while composing, he
meditated deeply how his thoughts were to be uttered, and
his company fortunately possessed every variety of elocution.
I think his comedy was better spoken in all its parts than
any play that I have witnessed upon the stage. And I can
safely add that, as to the acting of it, every change, to the
present hour, has been a sensible diminution of the original
effect. The lingered sentiment of Palmer, the jovial
smartness of Smith, the caustic shyness of King, the bril-
liant loquacity of Abington, however congenial to the play,
have long been silent. But as our ancient monasteries at
the revival of letters, when they obtained some fair and
perfect manuscript of a. great work, allowed surrounding